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www.surreycountyUNISON.org.uk 
 

organise! 
 

 

UNISON 2019 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE SPECIAL  
EDITION  
 
Paul Couchman – Branch Secretary  
 
UNISON Local 
Government (LGC) 
and National Delegate 
Conference (NDC) in 
Liverpool from  
16-21 June saw 
Surrey branch at its 
best. We sent a full 
delegation and some 
visitors and I went 
along as the regional 
representative on the 
national Standing 
Orders Committee 
(SOC - the committee 
which arranges the 
conference business). 
Our delegation 
consisted of Sandy, 
Kala, Helen, Sheila, 
George and Alison. We 
also sent Tanya and 
Barney (branch 
caseworker/organisers) 
along as visitors for a 
couple of days. Jan 
(Office Manager, who is 
currently off work 
recovering from an 
operation) joined us by 

Unison the trade union for Surrey County Council staff                        

The Surrey team L-R Helen, Paul, Chris, Tanya, George, Alison, 

Sheila, Barney, Kala & Sandy. 
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telephone on the Tuesday lunchtime when we all had lunch together. And last, but not least, Sheila’s 
husband Chris came along for the ride. 
George kicked us off at the LGC on the Sunday with a challenge from the microphone over our 
motion on Fighting Local Authority Cuts being disallowed from the agenda. Conference voted to refer 
the issue back to the Local Government SOC and George went to see them with our regional rep, 
Mark, to argue our corner. Unfortunately, they stuck to their position that our motion could bring the 
union into legal jeopardy so it didn’t get on.   
Helen was next – on the first day of NDC she got up to question why the union was not challenging 
Labour Councils who are implementing cuts and why we were not pushing a strategy of non-
compliance with the cuts. All our delegates helped get signatories on the Truth About Zane petition 
(http://www.truthaboutzane.com/) on one of the lunchtimes and we got the conference to do a 
collection for the campaign raising over £300. 
We had one more motion on Support for Members with Caring Responsibilities, which Alison had 
prepared to speak on, but unfortunately conference ended before that motion was reached. Well 
done everyone. 
 
Paul Couchman 
Branch Secretary 
 

Conference report -1  Helen Couchman - Dimensions Rep and 
Community Service Group Exec 
 
 
Lovely Liverpool hosted Unison’s annual conference this year. A friendly and exciting city - as of 
course was the conference.  Lots of very worthy motions were spoken and voted for, the results of 
the work of dedicated members, old and new!  
I had the scary task of getting up first to ask a question on the annual report. I was so nervous that I 
didn’t hear the reply! Probably just as well, as I was asking an awkward question on why UNISON are 
not pushing Labour Councils to stop making cuts. 
 
The young members are so 
enthusiastic and motivated, amazing to 
see that the youngsters are mobilising, 
looking to recruit and learn.  Alison and 
George in our group were great 
company, it’s great to see them in 
action.  
 
Some exciting moments when it was 
time for a few suggested changes to the 
rule book !  Many for and against 
speakers giving their 
opinions.  Congratulations to the young 
Cwymru member speaking 6 times in 
less than 45 minutes, probably a 
conference first in many ways.  
 
The South East Region attendees are 
all delighted that one of the conference 
collection beneficiaries is ‘The Truth 
About Zane’ campaign which Surrey branch actively support.  The collection raised £343 for three 
important campaigns that were chosen.  We also gained several hundred more signatures for the 
campaign for an independent panel inquiry for Zane. (see http://www.truthaboutzane.com/) 
 

Helen speaks at conference  

http://www.truthaboutzane.com/
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I was personally very pleased to see the huge amount of donations given for the food banks of 
Liverpool in the market place. Also at the ‘market place’ stalls. I signed up to become a blood donor, 
something that I have thought I should get round to doing for a long time! Luckily I just scraped in age 
wise!!  
 

What’s important is that the decisions 
made at conference, all the for and 
against votes, are made by your 
representatives, a huge group of people 
across the country, that, in their regions, 
have been elected to carry your voice 
forward to work together to maintain and 
strive to improve working conditions, pay, 
welfare and work and much more which 
will mean a better deal for staff and 
ultimately services for people we support 
and those we provide services 
for.  Together we can do this, making 
sure the workers voices are heard and 
listened to.  If you are not yet a member, 
I encourage you to join.  It’s an exciting 
thought that we can help shape the 
future!  
 
 
 

Conference report 2 – Young persons at Conference – George 
Gray 
 
 
As someone who had joined 
Unison soon after entering 
work at the end of my 
degree I was excited to 
involve myself in the union. 
Consequently I was very 
excited and humbled to 
have been elected as a 
delegate to both the Local 
Government conference 
and the National Delegates 
Conference.  
My week began with a train 
journey from Woking to 
Liverpool and then two 
briefing sessions that 
evening on what to expect 
at conference and the 
objectives of our regional 
delegation. Although I was a 
first time delegate I found 
myself being thrust into the 
heart of conference when I 
volunteered to move 

Kala (Equalities coordinator) petitions for the Zane 
panel inquiry outside conference 

         George makes his point effectively at conference.  
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reference back on a proposed motion that the Standing Orders  Committee had rejected. This entailed 
me speaking at the opening of the Local Government Conference when the conference report was 
announced.  
 
Besides this the Local Government Conference consisted of several motions being raised relating to 
all aspects of workplace matters. It was deeply inspiring to hear from fellow workers talking about their 
experiences and for us to be involved in union decision making. However both the purpose and 
necessity of trade unions was not divorced from conference, as Unison activist Neville Southall, 
explained how the government’s callous austerity programme had blighted the lives of so many. And 
Brazilian trade unionist Jucilia Vargas Viriea de Jesus who spoke inspiringly about both the need to 
oppose the far right drift taking place in Brazil following the “election” of Jair Bolsonaro. This brought 
home both the necessity of our work as trade unionists and the need to stand in solidarity with our 
fellow workers irrespective of background or nationality. In addition to motions and visiting speakers 
the Local Government Conference also hosted various affiliated groups from Hope not Hate to the 
Palestinian Solidarity Campaign and several fringe events where I managed to hear shadow education 
minister, Angela Rayner, speak about the impact of austerity on our education system.  
 
The National Delegates Conference opened and the mood was optimistic and energetic which was 
surmised with a buoyant speech by our General Secretary, Dave Prentis. During which he highlighted 
Unison’s work in standing with fellow trade unionists around the world, our efforts to oppose racism, 
antisemitism and Islamophobia, our continued growth in membership and the many successful strike 
actions undertaken by various Unison branches up and down the country.  
 
Following the opening of conference business commenced and several motions from expressing 
solidarity with the Cuban people to opposing the government’s programme of austerity were voted on. 
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The next generation - Young Unison members  

 
“As a young member of Unison I felt both proud and humbled to be a member of a trade union 
where I would have a direct role in shaping its direction and to stand alongside several 
committed, brilliant and hardworking young activists.” 
  
In addition to conference business we were also privileged to hear from fellow trade unionists from 
around the world which brought home just how vital international solidarity is to our movement. Most 
inspiring for me was Zimbabwean trade unionist, Barbara Gwagwara-Tanyaniwa who delivered a 
powerful speech in which she inveighed against the deteriorating political and economic situation in 
Zimbabwe,  the suppression of workers’ rights and the contribution of women to the trade union 
movement in Zimbabwe. In addition conference also heard from Patricia King, General Secretary of 
the Irish Confederation of Trade Unions who spoke about the need to maintain the peace settlement 
in Northern Ireland. And finally we heard from local activist Sonia Bassey who paid tribute to the legacy 
of Nelson Mandela and the need to continue to be resolute in opposing racism in Britain.    
Furthermore, as with the Local Government Conference, there was a series of fringe events relating to 
various activities from organising in the workplace, getting young workers involved in the union and the 
legacy of the “Winter of Discontent”. The latter included a very insightful panel discussion in which two 
trade unionists who had been active in NUPE during the 1970’s spoke about their experiences to both 
veterans or our movement and younger activists like myself. Additionally, having attended the Young 
Members Weekend in Belfast I found myself meeting up with several fellow young activists in Unison 
which was a very enjoyable experience throughout several informal social events after the days 
business had been concluded. Besides also attending several informal social events hosted by several 
groups affiliated to Unison.  
 
In summation attending conference was both an enjoyable and inspiring experience where I learned 
more about a movement that I had always wanted to get involved with. Besides also meeting so many 
wonderful, kind, committed and brilliant activists from the length and breadth of the country, not least, 
my fellow young members. In all conference was an inspiring experience which has driven me to 
become more involved in our movement and I would recommend getting involved to all my fellow 
Unison members, particularly, young members.  
George Gray Unison Young member  
 
Come to UNISON meetings to talk about how we can fight the cuts and push for better pay, 
terms and conditions www.surreycountyunison.org.uk.  
 
Join Save Our Services in Surrey (SOSiS) and get active at www.sosis.org.uk  

 
 

  

Surrey County Branch 0208 541 
9091   

 

UNISON@surreycc.gov.uk 
UNISON, Room G17, County Hall, Penrhyn 
Road,  
Kingston-upon-Thames KT1 2DN 
 
Websites: www.surreycountyUNISON.org.uk 

www.UNISONsoutheast.org.uk   
 
Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/SurreyUNISON 
Follow us on Twitter: @SurreyUNISON 
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